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BROADY/OODW I DGERRURALDIS  TRI C T 


AnnuG,!  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  year  19^7 


Mr. Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  annual  report  for  the  year  ending 
December  1957 ^ in  accordance  v/ith  the  instructions  of  the 
Ministry. 

The  crude  birth  rate  for  this  year  is  equal  to  that  for 
England  and  Wales  as  a whole.  The  number  of  births  registered 
is  more  than  four  times  the  number  of  deaths  recorded.  The 
death  rate  is  very  considero.bly  lower  than  that  for  the  country 
a satisfactory  state  of  affairs. 

The  general  health  of  the  district  v/as  good,  and  there  was 
no  epidemic  of  notifiable  infectious  diseases,  although  a visi- 
tation of  Asian  Influenza  during  the  autumn  months  affected  the 
attendance  at  schools. 


General  Statistics. 


Area  (in  acres)  ........  ..........  29,294. 

Population  - I931  Census  2,177» 

Population  - 1951  Census  2,028. 

Estimated  home  Population  - mid  1957  ••••  2,030. 

Parishes  six. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  568. 

Rateable  value  £7, 71^ 

Product  of  the  Penny  Rate  £30.  6s.  8d, 

Loan  Debt £56,175. 


Vital  Statistics. 


Live  Births 


Male.  Female.  Total. 

23  10  35. 


England  & 
Wale  s 


Crude  Birth  Rate*,  per  1,000  population.. 

Corrected  Birth  Rate . 

Still  Births  

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  live  and 
still  births 


16.  2. 
17.0. 

nil 

16,1. 

- 

22,4. 
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Male.  Female.  Total 


Deaths 


4 3 7 


England  & 
V/ales . 


Crude  death  rate  per  1,000  population.,  3*4 


Corrected  death  rate  4,0 

Deaths  from  Maternal  causes nil 

Maternal  mortality - 

Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year nil 

Infant  mortality - 


11.  3 


23.00. 


The  chief  causes  of  death  were-  as  fo  1 lov/s : 


Vascular  disease 2 

Coronary  disease  1 

Bronchitis  1 

Influenza 1 

Accidental  1 

Other  causes  1 


Age  of 

Death 

Table, 

Ag’e  at  death 

Male 

. Female 

Infants  under  1 year. 

1 - 3 years 

- 

- 

3-15  ” 

- 

- 

15  - 23  " 

1 

- 

23  - 33  " 

- 

33  - 43  " 

- 

- 

43  - 53  " 

1 

- 

55  - 65  " 

1 

- 

63  - 73  ” 

- 

1 

73  years  and  over 

1 

2 

TOTAL: 

4 

3 
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General  Provision  of  Health  Services. 


As  in  previous  years  the  general  provision  of  health 
services  remained  unchanged,  and  no  complaints  were  received. 

Sixty-eight  children  received  Poliomyelitis  vaccination 
during  the  year. 


Infectious  Diseases. 

The  following  tables  show  the  infectious  diseases  which 
were  notified  during  the  year; 


Infectious  Diseases  notified  by  School  iiuthoritics. 

St.  Giles- in- the- Heath 2 Measles. 

North  Petherwin l Scarlet  Fever. 

Infectious  Diseases  notified  by  Medical  Practitioners. 


Scarlet 

Whooping 

Measles 

Fever, 

Cough 

M . F 

M F 

M : F 

Under  1 year. 

1 

1 

1-2  years 

1 

3-4  " 

2 

1 

3-9  " 

1 

1 

1 

10  - 14  " 

1 

15  - 25  " 

25  and  over. 

1 

Age  unknown. 

TOTAL; 

- 

1 

2 

6 

1 

1 

4 cases  of  whooping  cough  (all  in  one 
family)  had  previously  been  immunised 
against  this  disease. 
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Diphtheria  and  Poliomyelitis  - Ho  case  of  either  disease 
occurred  in  the  district  during  the  year. 

Tuberculosis  - Ho  deaths  were  recorded  from  this  cause,  but 
three  new  cases  of  Glandular  Tuberculosis  have  been  notified. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  1')  cases  remained  on  the  Register 
as  follov/s: 


Pulmonary 


Hon- Pulmonary 


Mai e . Female  Male 


Female 


4 


4 


1 


4 


My  thanks  are  duo  to  Mr. Judd  for  preparing  the  Section 
of  the  report  which  he  actually  administers. 

I am,  Mr. Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

E.  D.  Alien-Price. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR’S  P.EPORT. 


Mr. Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 


COUNCIL  HOUSES 


Hellescott.  Petherwin  Gate. 

Tenders  for  four  traditional  Council  houses  at  Helleseott, 
Petherwin  Gate  were  aooepted  and  erection  of  these  houses  ?/as 
commenoed  during  the  summer. 

The  follov^ing  is  the  list  of  Council  houses  in  the  various 
Parishes : - 


Broadv^oodwidger  ...  10 
North  Petherwin  ...  6 
Northcott  Hamlet  ... 

St.  Giles- in- the-Heath.  . . 6 
Virgins towe  ...  2 
V/er  ring  ton  ...  8 

Private  Enterprise  Houses 
completed  during  the  year  2 


In  this  district,  v^hich  is  so  spars elj/-  populated  that  there 
is  only  one  inhabited  house  to  every  50  acres  and  one  person  to 
every  I5  acres,  the  question  of  selecting  suitable  sites  for 
Council  houses  is  a considerable  problem.  Petherwin  Gate  is  the 
only  village  worthy  of  name,  nowhere  else  have  we  a collection 
of  houses  in  excess  of  a dozen. 

The  policy  of  the  Council  has  been  to  build  houses  for 
agricultural  v/orhers  and  without  question  members  of  the  Council, 
v/ith  their  intimate  knowledge  of  their  own  Parishes,  knov/  v/hich 
parts  of  their  district  are  in  the  greatest  need  of  these  houses 
namely,  where  the  tenants  would  find  no  difficulty  in  finding 
agricultural  employment  v\fithin  one  or  two  miles  of  their  homes. 

In  theory  these  are  the  areas  where  pairs  of  houses  should  be 
built  but  in  practice  we  are  finding  that,  v/hen  it  comes  to 
letting, applicants  for  these  houses  are  in  very  short  supply. 

In  fact,  after  advertising,  we  have  had  cases  where  there  have 
been  no  applicants  and  the  B.B.C,  have  made  nev/s  items  of  the 
fact. 

One  cannot  help  feeling  that  in  the  not  far  distant  future 
the  Council  vrill  have  some  empty  houses  on  their  hands  or  else 
be  obliged  to  let  them  to  people  outside  the  district  vrith  little 
hope  of  such  people  remaining  long  as  their  tenants.  At  the 
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present  time  the  percentage  of  agricultural  xvorkers  in  Council 
houses  has  dropped  to  66^0.  The  reason  is  not  hard  to  find;  the 
average  agricultural  worker  prefers  the  low  rent  of  a farni  cottage 
even  if  it  is  tied  and  lacks  amenities  to  the  much  higher  rent 
and  rates  of  a modern  Council  house.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
farmer  is  finding  it  increasingly  difficult  to  replace  his  staff 
unless  he  can  offer  a reasonahly  good  cottage  with  an  indoor 
water  supply  both  hot  and  cold  and  a flushed  water  closet. 

The  answer  would  seem  to  bo  that  more  advantage  should  be 
taken  of  the  grants  for  improving  agricultural  workers  cottages. 
Fortunately  the  Council  is  alv/ays  ready  to  make  grants  for 
approved  schemes  but  to-date  the  response  from  the  owners  for 
grants  has  not  been  great. 


HOUSING  ACT,  1949  - lilPROYBMMT  GRMTS . 

To-date  the  total  schemes  submitted  and  approved  are : - 


Additional  dwellings  by  dividing  .,,,  1 

existing  house 

Improvements  to  existing  dwellings  13. 

Completed  , , . , 10 

Y/ork  proceeding  ,,,.  4 


The  total  value  of  grants  in 

respect  of  the  14  schemes  is  * B • • • 2,942.  17s,  3d, 

ThP  g-rants  have  been  offered  in  respect  of  i - 

Agricultural  workers  cottages  8 

Owner-occupied  farm  houses  . . . , 5 

Other  houses  (let)  ,,,,  1 


HOUSING  STATISTICS. 

1,  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  yoari- 

(a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  4P 

inspected  for  defects  under 

the  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts 

(b)  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose  85 

2,  Number  of  dv/elling  houses  found  to  nil. 

be  in  state  dangerous  or  injurious 

to  health  as  to  be  mnfit  for  human 
habitation, 

3,  Dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those  21 
under  proceeding  sub-heading)  not  in 

all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 
human  habitation. 
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4.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year 

without  the  service  of  Formal  Ro'tices 
Number  of  houses  rendered  fit  in 
.'•consequence  of  Formal  Notices: 

Housing  Act. 

Public  Health  Act  nil. 


FOOD  SUPPLIES. 

All  bread  is  delivered  from  Launceston  there  being  no 
bakeries  in  the  district. 

SLAUGKIER- HOUSES 

There  is  only  one  licensed  slaughter-house  which  is  used 
by  one  butcher  for  his  own  family  business.  It  v/as  not  found 
necessary  to  condemn  any  Ineat  during  the  year. 

GROCERS 


There  are  seven  general  stores  from  v/hich  groceries  are 
served,  tv/o  being  reasonably  large  shops  the  remainder  consist- 
ing of  one  room  divided  off  from  the  remainder  of  the  house. 
Conditions  are  as  satisfactory  as  may  be  expected.  Considerable 
improvement  has  been  made  at  one  shop  in  providing  an  excellent 
rat-proof  store  for  food. 

ICE-CREAM 

There  are  four  retailors  of  pre-packed  ice-cream.  In 
each  case  conditions  are  satisfactory. 

I 

MILK 

There  are  two  retailers  and  each  holds  a Supplementary 
licence  for  the  retail  of  Pasteurised  milk.  The  bulk  of  the 
population  obtain  their  milk  supply  by  fetching  it  from  pro- 
ducer-retailers and  the  supervision  of  these  promises  is  under- 
taken by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food. 

FOOD  POISONING 

There  have  been  no  cases  of  food  poisoning  reported 
during  the  past  year. 

FOOD  & DRUGS  ACT.  1938,  Section  3. 

The  folIov;ing  samples  were  taken  under  the  above  Act 
during  the  year  by  the  County  Inspector:- 

30  sam^ples 
All  genuine. 
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WATER  SUPPLIES 


Tho  North  Lovon  Water  Board  extended  their  mains  from  Ivy- 
House  to  Broadviroodv.-idger  Village,  a distance  of  about  1^- miles. 
The  Board  also  provided  a piped  v/ater  supply  from  a Bore  Hole 
for  the  Pctherv;in  Gate  area. 

There  ore  nov/  JA  farms  and  67  domestic  dwellings  connected 
to  the  mains  of  the  North  Devon  V/ater  Board,  These  141  consumers 
represent  almost  25^  of  the  propertices  in  your  district. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  extension  of  the  mains  from  Box’s 
Shop  to  Lady  cross  and  Yeolmhridge  v/ill  ho  carried  out  this  year. 

Mr, Young,  District  Engineer  to  the  North  Devon  Water  Board , 
has  submitted  the  following  report  on  progress  in  your  district 
during’  the  year: 

North  Pethorwin  - The  borehole  at  North  Petherwin  has 
been  developed  and  mains  hove  been  laid  throughout  the  village 
and  a main  supply  is  now  available. 

A main  has  been  extended  from  Ivyhousecross  Reservoir  to 
Broadv/oodwidgor  and  supplies  thus  afforded  to  farms  and  other 
properties  on  route. 

During  the  coming  year  it  is  proposed  to  commence  main- 
laying  from  St.  Giles  and  to  afford  supplies  to  V/errington, 
Yeolmbridge  and  Ladycross. 

The  following  is  a list  of  schemes  proposed  in  the 
Broadwoodwidgor  areai 

Broadwoodwidger  - Roxon  Gross. 

Rexon  Cross  - Kellacott. 

Grinnacombe  Moor,  Broadv/oodv/idger  to  Shop. 

REFUSE  GOLLEGTION 

During  the  year  we  had  to  give  up  the  use  of  the  Refuse 
Dump  ow'nod  by  Launceston  Borough  Council.  V/ith  the  Launceston 
Rural  Council  we  have  acquired  a new  dump  at  La7/hitton.  Refuse 
is  collected  bi-monthly  from  all  hamlets  and  houses  bordering 
the  principal  roads  of  the  district.  1 

FACTORIES 


There  are  only  two  factories  registered  under  the  Factories 
Act  1937>  i't  was  not  found  necessary  to  serve  any  notices. 


In  conclusion  I wish  to  thank  the  Council  for  their 
support  and  the  ready  hearing  which  they  always  give  me, 

I am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

T.  A.  JUDD. 

Public  Health  Inspector. 
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